
How Metro is Funded

Capital Budget

The Metro Compact

The Metro Budget
Metro collects revenues from fares and 
other sources, but a transit agency cannot 
rely on fares to fully fund the system. To 
fund the remainder of the budget, Metro 
receives funds for capital and operating 
expenses from the Metro Transit Compact 
jurisdictions. 

District of Columbia
• Funding and governance is the 

responsibility of the District.
• The District primarily funds Metro 

with their general fund. They 
also use parking meter revenues 
and taxes on revenues from 
private parking lots, garages and 
rideshare.

• The District’s share of dedicated 
capital funding is paid through its 
sales tax.

The District of Columbia, Maryland and Virginia are members of the Metro Compact. 
They all have differing governance and funding approaches.

Maryland
• Funding and governance is the 

responsibility of the state.
• Maryland funds Metro 

through the statewide 
Transportation Trust 

Fund.

Virginia
• Funding and 

governance is a 
partnership between 
the state and the cities 
and counties of NVTC.

• The state supports this funding 
framework through signifi cant 
amounts of state aid and statewide 
funding sources, but local jurisdictions 
are ultimately the responsible funding 
partner in Virginia.

• Local jurisdictions fund Metro through 
general fund revenues, NVTA 30% 
funds, regional gas tax, state aid and 
other transportation funds.
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Explore the full guide
for details, defi nitions 
and more.



How Virginia Funds Metro

The NVTC district gas tax 
funds: 
• Virginia Railway 

Express’s CROC 
($5M/year).

• WMATA Capital Fund 
($22.2M/year).

• NVTC Trust Fund: 
remainder of 
revenue fl ows to 
the originating 
jurisdiction.

Regional Gas Tax

• 46.5% of the 
Commonwealth Mass 
Transit Fund (CMTF).

• Provided to NVTC Trust 
Fund, credited to each 
jurisdiction for their 
Metro payment.

State Aid

• Virginia’s $50M/year match 
to the $150M/year federal 
state of good repair funding.

• Funded through the CMTF.

Virginia Match to PRIIA

• Fixed at $154.5M/year.
• Virginia’s contribution 

towards a regional $500M/
year.

• 80% of revenues are 
generated within the NVTC 
district.

WMATA Capital Fund

• $137.1M for FY 2025 and FY 2026 
in general fund to support NVTC 
jurisdictional payments to Metro for 
these two years only.

Additional State Aid

• Supplement state aid and gas tax revenues with general funds, NVTA 
30% funds, general obligation bonds (capital only) and other funds.

Virginia Metro Compact  (NVTC) Jurisdictions
Alexandria | Arlington | Fairfax City | Fairfax County | Falls Church | Loudoun

• Maintains sub-accounts for each 
jurisdiction. 

• Includes state aid for Metro and the NVTC 
regional gas tax for Metro.

• Jurisdictions direct NVTC to make 
payments to Metro on their behalf.

NVTC Trust Fund

• Source of 80% of revenues that support WMATA Capital Fund.

Revenues to fund Metro in Virginia come from statewide, regional and local sources. 

Learn more about transit funding in Northern Virginia at novatransit.org/funding


