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Total persons using the HOV lanes are 52,600 in the 6:30-9:30 a.m. time frame.  In
comparison, Metrorail carried 41,300 passengers across the cordon and VRE carried 4,310
passengers.  The remaining roadways to the core area carry 87,280 people in 80,000 autos
and 4,400 bus passengers during the 6:30-9:30 a.m. time period.

The Shirley Highway HOV facility is the best example in the region of a successful HOV
operation.  From 6:30-9:30 a.m. in 2002, the two HOV lanes carried a total of 31,650 people
in 8,635 vehicles, compared to the four conventional lanes which carried 23,510 people in
21,310 vehicles.  The Blue and Yellow lines of the Metrorail service in this corridor carried
16,700 people in the same time period.
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The I-66 HOV lanes carried a total of 20,940 people in 9,825 vehicles in 2002 between 6:30
and 9:30 a.m. from Virginia to the core areas.  The Dulles Toll Road HOV carried 5,800
people in 3,220 vehicles, many of whom also use I-66 inside the beltway.  Comparably, the
Orange line of the Metrorail carried 24,600 people from Virginia to the core areas of
Arlington and DC and beyond.

Avoiding congestion and saving time are the top two incentives for using the HOV lanes.
Users of the Northern Virginia HOV lanes save a substantial amount of time over the same
trip in the conventional lanes.  Travel times from the fall of 2003 are presented below.  These
travel time savings need to be preserved in order for the HOV system to work.

Facility Start Point End Point HOV
Travel Time

Non-HOV
Travel Time

I-95/395 Quantico Creek 14th & C Street 29 min 64 min
I-66 Route 234 23rd & Constitution 63 min 94 min
DTR Route 28 I-66 12 min 13 min

The Northern Virginia regional bus services rely on dependable HOV lanes, as do thousands
of commuters who take advantage of the enormously successful phenomenon of slugging 1.
Park and ride lot usage is also an indicator of HOV lane success.  Over the past five years
VDOT has added nearly 5,000 park and ride spaces along I-95 south of Springfield, making
it easier for commuters to park and take the bus or carpool and take advantage of the HOV
lanes.  Many of these lots are at capacity by 7:00 am.

                                                
1 Slugging, or dynamic ridesharing, is a phenomenon that is observed on Northern Virginia’s HOV facilities. It
refers to drivers who stop to pick up passengers at formally and informally designated locations in order to travel
legally in the HOV lanes. A “slug” is an individual who accepts a ride.






























































































































































	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



