
NORTHERN VIRGINIA TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 

RESOLUTION #2284 

SUBJECT: WMATA Safety Oversight and Compliance 

WHEREAS: NVTC recognizes that independent oversight and enforcement combined with 
strong safety practices and regular dependable investment in ongoing 
maintenance and replacement of Metrorail's physical assets are essential to 
providing safe and reliable rail service; 

WHEREAS: Effectively addressing required corrective action plans associated with recent 
events including the L'Enfant Plaza tunnel fire, the derailment of a non-revenue 
service train, the fire in the Stadium-Armory power substation, and continued 
operational issues with the original Series 1 000 as well as 4000 train cars is 
essential to the Agency's future; 

WHEREAS: In 2012, the federal Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century Act (MAP-21) 
provided the Federal Transit Administration (FT A) with greatly enhanced, 
independent safety oversight authority over rail transit and required the FT A to 
strengthen the authority of all State Safety Oversight Agencies (SSOA) including 
the existing WMATA body, the Tri-State Oversight Committee (TOC); 

WHEREAS: In 2014, the Governors of Maryland and Virginia and the Mayor of the District of 
Columbia directed the creation of an independent Metro Safety Commission 
(MSC) as a legal entity- independent from the three jurisdictions and WMATA
fully authorized to provide independent WMAT A safety oversight and 
enforcement in compliance with MAP-21 to replace TOC; 

WHEREAS: On October 16, 2015, the United States Secretary of Transportation directed the 
FT A to assume temporary independent safety oversight authority of WMAT A 
Metrorail and provide leadership direction to TOC until the new MSC is fully 
operational; 

WHEREAS: The safe and reliable operation of Metrorail depends upon WMATA to prioritize 
funding for State of Good Repair projects in the FY2017 budget, expeditiously 
implement needed upgrades, and address all ~ystemic operational issues that 
jeopardize safety and reliability; 

WHEREAS: Under the Passenger Rail Investment and Improvement Act of 2008 (PRIIA), 
Congress committed to appropriate $150 million each year for ten years towards 
improving the state of good repair on the existing Metrorail system, provided that 
the region matches this contribution; and 

WHEREAS: Passage of federal legislation that reauthorizes and increases the federal 
commitment to maintenance and expansion of the nation's surface transportation 
infrastructure is critically needed by all transit systems in the nation. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Northern Virginia Transportation Commission 
hereby urges WMAT A to prioritize investments in State of Good Repair projects 
and safety improvements including addressing as priorities the corrective actions 
identified by the FT A, the National Transportation Safety Board, and the ~OC, as 
these projects are fundamental to averting future safety problems. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that NVTC hereby urges WMATA to enact policies and 
procedures, at each level of the agency, that support and prioritize safety. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that NVTC supports the action of U.S. Department of 
Transportation Secretary Anthony Foxx to assume direct oversight of WMAT A 
Metrorail from the TOC until such time that the MSC has been established, as 
required by federal law. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that NVTC, unless Congress provides appropriate funding to 
the FT A to execute fully the responsibilities for oversight of WMAT A's Metro rail, 
hereby urges the Commonwealth of Virginia to expedite the authorizing 
legislation required to establish the MSC in order to create an independent entity, 
separate from the three jurisdictions and WMATA, with the power to conduct and 
enforce safety oversight; and with the ability to secure federal formula funds 
required to conduct a bona fide safety oversight program. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the U.S. Department of Transportation and the U.S. 
Congress provide resources required to complete its commitment to PRIIA and 
renew the federal commitment to fund projects in order to provide a long-term, 
stable source of funding so that WMATA can safely and reliably serve all the 
riders in the Nation's Capital. 

Approved this 5th day of November 2015. 

Je~L:- ~ 
Secretary-Treasurer 


