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NVTC LEGISLATIVE AND POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING  
WEDNESDAY, MAY 25, 2022  

NVTC Conference Room, Suite #230  
2300 Wilson Blvd., Arlington, VA 22201  

Public Streaming Via YouTube  
8:30 a.m.  

  
AGENDA  

  
  

  
  
1. Meeting Summary of the February 17, 2021, Legislative and Policy Committee Meeting  
  
2. General Assembly Update – NVTC Legislative Liaison Aimee Perron Seibert  

 
3. Transit Service Delivery Advisory Committee (TSDAC) Update 

 
4. Federal Update  
  

  
  
Members:  

David Meyer, Chair  
Canek Aguirre  
Adam Ebbin  
Libby Garvey  
Matt Letourneau   
Dave Snyder  
James Walkinshaw  

Masks are no longer required at NVTC. Attendees may choose to wear a mask based on their 
own personal preference. The meeting can be viewed via the NVTC YouTube Link. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxoEyLdf1DyphCalO6pfP6A
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MEETING SUMMARY 
NVTC LEGISLATIVE AND POLICY COMMITTEE 

NVTC Suite #230 Conference Room 
2300 Wilson Blvd., Arlington, Virginia  

Public Streaming via YouTube 
February 17, 2022 

 
NVTC Legislative and Policy Committee Members Present: 

David Meyer, Chair 
Canek Aguirre 
Adam Ebbin (via electronic participation) 
Libby Garvey 
David Snyder 
James Walkinshaw 
 

NVTC Legislative and Policy Committee Members Absent: 
 Matt Letourneau 
 
NVTC Staff and Others Present:  

Kate Mattice, Executive Director 
Allan Fye 
Tenley O’Hara 
Aimee Perron Seibert (via electronic participation) 

 
Chair Meyer called the meeting to order at 5:02 p.m. He stated that NVTC is continuing COVID-
19 safety protocols and the meeting is being livestreamed on YouTube for the public and staff. 
He noted that Senator Ebbin is participating electronically because the General Assembly is still 
in Session.  
 
Chair Meyer asked for any changes to the November 12, 2021 Legislative and Policy Committee 
Meeting Summary. Committee members accepted the meeting summary with no changes. 
 
General Assembly Update 
 
Chair Meyer stated that the General Assembly had crossover on February 15, which was the last 
day for each house to act on its own legislation, except budget bills. He asked NVTC’s Legislative 
Liaison Aimee Perron Siebert to give an update. 
 
Ms. Seibert provided an overview of the bills NVTC has been tracking in the 2022 Session. She 
noted that the only bill that that did not have a hearing was HB 297 (McNamara) regarding the 
regional fuels tax, which means it was left in committee and is dead for the year. However, 
several bills that impact transit funding through the grocery tax and the state fuel tax are still in 
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play. HB 1144 (Webert), which aims to pause the five-cent increase on the state tax on gasoline 
and diesel fuel, will likely be defeated in the Senate as its equivalent SB 541 (Peake) was already 
killed. She also underscored the concern regarding HB 90 (McNamara) and SB 451 (Boysko) that 
would eliminate the grocery tax resulting in a  loss of $250 million over two years for 
transportation funds. Part of the concern is that there is no current plan to replace this revenue 
source for transportation. Chair Meyer voiced additional concern regarding this legislation as did 
several other committee members especially regarding the lack of a plan to backfill lost funds. 
The committee then discussed potential plans for future legislative sessions to call attention to 
this issue. 
 
Ms. Perron Siebert stated that monitoring of these bills and budget amendments continue as the 
General Assembly heads into Budget Sunday, when committees responsible for the budget bill(s) 
are to complete work before they head into the amendment process.  
 
After further discussion, the committee directed staff to work with Chair Meyer to prepare a 
letter to Senators Saslaw, Howell and Barker urging them to identify a replacement source for 
revenues lost with the enactment of SB 451. Since the message of the letter is consistent with 
NVTC’s approved 2022 Legislative and Policy Agenda’s “Protect Existing Transit Programs and 
Funding” priority, following review by committee members and NVTC Chair Aguirre, staff will 
send the letter as soon as it is finalized.  
 
Federal Update 
 
Ms. Mattice provided a federal outlook, including a written update compiled by Cardinal 
Infrastructure, VRE’s federal legislative liaison. The House passed a Continuing Resolution (CR) to 
fund the government through March 11, 2022. Majority Leader Schumer has stated that the 
Senate will take up the measure before the current CR expires. House and Senate Appropriations 
leaders last week agreed to a spending framework for FY 2022, although the details are not yet 
available. Ms. Mattice reported that according to USDOT Undersecretary for Policy Carlos Monje 
the federal government is still operating under FY 2021 funding levels in the current CR, and 
therefore, the increased program authorization levels cannot yet be fully realized until a full year 
appropriations bill is enacted.  
 
Ms. Mattice also noted that the White House appears to be in discussions for a new version of 
the Build Back Better Act. In addition, the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) announced 
$615 million in FY 2022 funding for the new National Electric Vehicle Infrastructure (NEVI) 
Formula Program authorized by the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA). Finally, there 
is proposal for a gas tax holiday through the end of the year by several Senate Democrats, but it 
does not appear to have bipartisan support.  
 
Chairman Meyer adjourned the meeting at 6:00 p.m. 
 
 



TSDAC Update 
May 2022
DRPT  proposed updates to Capital and Operating funding allocations.



TSDAC Overview 
Transit Service Delivery Advisory Committee

• 2018 statute requires DPRT to meet and reevaluate 
MERIT and Operating assistance every three years
o The law requires DRPT to consult with the Transit Service Delivery 

Advisory Board on these changes

• TSDAC members represent all corners of the 
Commonwealth and serve to advise DRPT on funding 
allocation 
o Kate serves as representative of the Virginia Transit Association

o Cindy Mester from the City of Falls Church represents Virginia 
Municipal League 

• DRPT provides funding assistance to all Northern 
Virginia transit agencies; TSDAC focus excludes WMATA 
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DRPT Proposed Changes

1. Transit Strategic 
Plans

2. Capital Assistance 

3. Operating Assistance
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Proposed Changes 
Transit Strategic Plans

1. Modify Annual Update process from a letter submission to a joint 
quarterly meeting 

2. Modify five-year review from a major update to a minor update

Northern Virginia Transportation Commission
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Proposed Changes 
Capital Assistance 
1. Update MERIT Category Definitions 

2. Edit Local Match Requirements 
a) Add a provision to lower the local match rate for projects that receive federal 

discretionary funding 

3. Create a Capital Discretionary Set-Aside for Federal awards

4. Update Asset Condition Scoring 
a) Lower the floor for earning points to 80% of estimated service life 

5. Update Service Impact Scoring 
a) Update service impact score schedule to include more project types 

b) Replace “additional considerations” with “incentive scoring” 

6. Update Major Capital Projects Accessibility Metrics 
a) Update descriptions of accessibility factors to “disadvantaged populations”

7. Remove Major Capital Projects Area Based Weights
a) All factors will be instead equally weighted regardless of geographic location 
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Proposed Changes 
Operating Assistance 

Early stages of development:

DRPT staff presented one possible operating assistance allocation 
change for FY 2024
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Next Steps

• DRPT staff will return with additional 
proposed operating assistance scenarios at 
June 10th meeting

• NVTC may seek to provide formal comments 
in July

• Final TSDAC proposed changes to CTB in 
September 



Thank You.
Kate Mattice
Executive Director, 

Northern Virginia Transportation Commission

katemattice@novatransit.org
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