
View in browser

NEWS RELEASE

May 5, 2026

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT:

Matt Friedman, Senior Public Affairs Manager
mathewfriedman@novatransit.org
571-457-9516

NVTC TO APPROVE CONGESTION RELIEF PROJECTS FOR I-66 CORRIDOR
Commission will also welcome 4 new members

Arlington, Va. - The Northern Virginia Transportation Commission will consider 14 projects
designed to reduce traffic congestion and move more people through the I-66 corridor
and welcome four new Commissioners at their monthly meeting this Thursday.

I-66 Commuter Choice Proposed Projects

Commissioners will be asked to approve 14 projects designed to reduce traffic congestion
and move more people through the I-66 corridor as part of NVTC's Commuter Choice
program. The projects, totaling $60.5 million, benefit these local governments and transit
agencies:

Arlington County: Funding toward a new entrance at Ballston-MU Metro Station.
Fairfax County: Continuation of 4 Fairfax Connector express bus routes.
Loudoun County: Implementation of 1 new commuter bus route to downtown
Washington, D.C. and continuation of 2 existing routes.
Metro: Implementation of 2 new limited-stop service bus routes, including one along the
Envision Route 7 corridor.
OmniRide: Implementation of 1 new commuter bus route to downtown Washington,
D.C. and continuation of 2 existing routes.

Once approved, the I-66 Commuter Choice Program of Projects will be submitted to the
Commonwealth Transportation Board for approval in June. 
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New NVTC Commissioners and Metro Board Member

Chair Sarah Bagley will swear in four new Commissioners. Sen. Kannan Srinivasan, who
represents  parts  of  Loudoun  County,  will  fill  the  vacancy  created  when  Gov.  Abigail
Spanberger appointed former Sen. Adam Ebbin to her administration. Del. Kirk McPike,
representing  parts  of  Alexandria,  will  fill  the  vacancy  created  when  Gov.  Spanberger
appointed Del. Mark Sickles to her administration. He previously served as an alternate
Commissioner and a member of the Alexandria City Council.

Department of Rail  and Public Transportation (DRPT) Director Mariia Zimmerman, who
brings 30 years of transportation industry experience across the public, private and non-
profit  sectors,  will  serve  as  an  alternate  representing  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia.
Director Zimmerman will also address the Commission about her vision for the agency.

Finally, Chair Bagley will swear in Kate Garman Burns. Virginia Secretary of Transportation
Nick Donohue appointed Ms. Burns to NVTC and NVTC will also take action to appoint her
to the Metro Board of Directors.

Meeting Time and Location

The  Commission  Meeting  will  be  held  Thursday,  May  7  at  7  p.m.  in  the  first  floor
conference room at 2300 Wilson Boulevard, Arlington, Virginia 22201. The meeting will be
streamed live on YouTube. Full meeting materials are available online. We are accepting
public comment on the meeting agenda until 3 p.m. on Thursday. Complete the online
form to share your feedback. 

# # #

NVTC works to ensure that businesses and residents are served by a high capacity, high
quality network of transit systems that allows the region to thrive. It funds and promotes

transit in the counties of Arlington, Fairfax and Loudoun and the cities of Alexandria,
Fairfax and Falls Church. NVTC supports five local bus systems (ART, CUE, DASH, Fairfax

Connector, Loudoun County Transit), Metro and the Virginia Railway Express. Visit
NoVaTransit.org to learn more.
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